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The Problem 

 Survey results by course/instructor 
 Distribute electronically 
 How to speed up the process 
◦ Automatically rename files to course/instructor 
◦ From hours to seconds… 

 Examples: 
◦ Study Abroad surveys ~ 25 courses/instructors 
◦ Elon 101 surveys ~ 100 courses/instructors 

 



Software 

 Inquisite - web based survey package 
◦ Email system 
◦ Basic reporting 

 SAS 
◦ Statistics 
◦ Data manipulation 
◦ Reporting  
◦ Blah-blah-blah 

 



Inquisite 

 Survey package 
◦ Create the survey 
◦ Embed a key 
◦ Email list that contains some important 

information to allow this to work 
 



CSV-file    SAS-code 

The variable Course 
cannot have spaces, 
commas, dashes, or other 
special characters 
USE an underscore or mix 
caps such as…  
AustraliaEcontourism 



Merging Files in SAS 

 When merging files in SAS 
◦ same named variables will over write data 
◦ The file to the right in the merge statement 

will over write the one to the left… 
 

proc sort; by dataid; 

data mm; 

 merge aa1 (in=inone) aa2 (in=intwo); 

 by dataid; 

 if inone eq 1 and intwo eq 1; 

Email  
list 

Survey 
data 

Merging by the key; 
which is called dataid 

Sort by 
the key 

If the record contributes to the merge, it is flagged with a 1,  
else ne 1 



SAS: ODS – Creating New Files 



Set-By; If first.xx or last.xx 
data course; 
/* Creating a new data set call COURSE*/ 
/* (keep=course) Keeping just one variable 
/* (set; by XX; if first.XX)   
 keeping one record per variable */ 
set a1 (keep=course); 
by course; 
if first.course; 
proc print; 
run; 
 



Set-By results 
 

You’ve seen the wt11.csv file. It’s similar to a roster, but it has 25 course 
rosters. While student IDs are unique, course titles are not.  
This is what the set-by results in: 
First.Germany 
     .Germany 
     .Germany 
 Last.Germany 
First.France 
     .France 
 Last.France 
First.China 
First.Poland 
     .Poland 
     .Poland 
     .Poland 
 Last.Poland 



Creating a Clean External File 



DOS 

 Start <> 
◦ Run <> 
 CMD <> (command line) 
 dir <>  
 dir /b <> 

 Example 
 



Preparing & Renaming Files 



Using SAS to Simplify Your Life 
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